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MELSONBY PARISH COUNCIL 

ANNUAL MEETING OF MELSONBY PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 20TH MAY 2015 AT 7.30PM IN MELSONBY PRIMARY 
SCHOOL 

PRESENT: Cllr Angus Stokoe (Chairman); Cllr V. Elrington (Vice-chair), Cllr W Nixon; Cllr Terry Sutton; Cllr Lisa Pratt; Jill Welham (Clerk); Cllr 
Jimmy Wilson-Petch; PC Wilbor; PCSO Danny Loughran and residents. 

Item Covering Summary Detail/Action Action/By Who 

1. Election  Election of the Offices of 
Chairperson and Vice Chairperson 

VE nominated Cllr Stokoe for chair, 2nd by LP. AS 
nominated Cllr Elrington as Vice-chair, 2nd by WN both 
duly elected.  

 

2. Apologies Cllr Heseltine had sent his 
apologies. 

   

3.  Declarations of 
Interest 

Cllr V Elrington; G Stokoe and T 
Sutton are members of the Allotment 
Association. G Stokoe works for 
Westgarths. 

Recorded. All Councillors completed declaration of 
Interst and Acceptance of Office forms which the Clerk 
will forward to RDC. 

Clerk 

4. Co-option of 
new Councillors 

There were two Councillor vacancies 
due to Cllr Hawksby standing down 
and an additional Councillor being 
required after the RDC review. 
Three applications had been 
received but one had withdrawn 
prior to the meeting. David Dixon 
and Elaine Harrison were invited to 
speak.  

The two applicants were unanimously co-opted on to 
the Parish Council, they signed the Declarations of 
Acceptance and Interest and joined the Council for the 
remainder of the meeting. 

Clerk to send 
completed forms to 
RDC 

5. Police update PC Wilbor gave an overview to the 
new Councillors and PCSO 
Loughran gave a crime report for the 
past year.  

There had been an overall reduction in the number of 
reported incidents which mainly related to Anti-social 
behaviour and reports of suspicious circumstances. He 
also reported that there had been a couple of crimes in 
the past month. Someone had been arrested and 
charged after a male was reported breaking in to the 
former Durham Transport site. A second attempted 
break-in at the same location had resulted in no 
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apprehensions. In a further incident at the Barton 
interchange site persons had been disturbed trying to 
access plant. Theft of fuel from vehicles is increasing, 
lock all cars and park so that access to the fuel tank is 
difficult. 
Cllrs asked for any update on the Community 
Speedwatch initiative but none was available.  
The Council is hoping to purchase speed matrix signs 
and PC Wilbor agreed that any data from the 
equipment could be forwarded to the Police for 
consideration.  
The anti-dog fouling posters had not been interfered 
with since the one at the School had been relocated. 

6. Minutes of last 
meeting 

The Minutes of the last meeting 
were agreed.  

Signed by Cllr A Stokoe AS 

7. Progress Reports      

7a Play Parks 1. LP gave an update on the play 
park improvements and future 
development proposals 
2. Clerk gave an update on 
Insurance and Inspection fees for 
new play equipment. 

1. Open day had been very successful and had 
resulted in £209.41 being raised from sale of 
refreshments. This was donated to the Parish Council 
for Play Park development. New signs are required for 
the play parks advertising the name of the operator 
and contact details. This is a legal requirement and a 
quote of £220 ex VAT & delivery had been received. 
LP to get more quotes. 
The School wish to get football nets for the goal posts 
which will cost approx. £150. The School hope to raise 
some funds for this. Agreed PC will purchase the nets. 
LP to deal approx. cost £150. 
The next project is to install outdoor gym equipment in 
Moor Road play park. Residents had shown interest in 
this project. Streetscape have provided a quote for 
£10,230 + VAT to supply & install 5 pieces of 
equipment and a grant of £10,000 can be applied for 
from Awards For All. Matthew Day from Streetscape 
will help with funding application. The equipment would 

1. LP 
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need to be fenced off from children’s play area which 
will add additional cost. The Area Partnership Fund 
grant for £500 could be applied for to help cover this 
cost. Parish Councillors agreed to go ahead with the 
application for grant funding for equipment. 
The grass around the new picnic benches had not 
been cut, the PC has a strimmer which Eddie Shedden 
keeps for use around the village. LP to get strimmer 
and cut grass. 
2. Clerk reported that Insurance had been updated to 
include new equipment and also RDC had provided 
additional costs for inspecting the new equipment 
which will add an additional £177.06 to the annual cost. 

7b Telephone box 
 

There had been no further updates 
about the telephone box 

Cllr Nixon to speak to Tom Phillips about what work is 
required to renovate the Telephone Box once the 
weather improves. He has some board suitable for a 
noticeboard which he is happy to supply. The 
Telephone Box is still being used as a Newspaper 
collection point and is starting to look shabby.  

WN 
 

7c Footpath repairs The work on St James Close 
footpath has still not been 
completed.  

Clerk to contact Ian Beighton for a date when work will 
commence. 

Clerk/Ian 
Beighton/NYCC 
Highways. 

7d   Village grass 
cutting 

The clerk had received a complaint 
from a resident about damage to a 
headstone in the burial ground 
caused by the grass cutters. Also 
that the pile of stones in the burial 
ground had been added to when a 
fresh grave had been dug. This was 
supposed to have been stopped. 

Clerk to contact MacPlant about damage to 
headstones. 
Clerk to contact gravedigger about pile of stones. 

Clerk 

7e Speed calming 
measures 

Cllrs had met with SWARCO for 
demonstration of speed matrix signs 
and quotes had been requested. 

Quotes not yet received. Awaiting SWARCO. SWARCO 
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7f Christmas tree No further progress had been made 
on lights for the tree. 

WN to contact electrical suppliers YES for information. 
Unable to get quote from Northern Powergrid for an 
unmetered supply until decision made on lights.  

WN 

7g Dog fouling Update on dog fouling situation. Generally number of incidents have decreased 
however VE reported problem with dog fouling near the 
car parking area in St James Close. Clerk to report to 
RDC. 
WN and DD expressed concern about dog fouling on 
village green it was agreed to get costs for a sign for 
the green to deter dog owners. People use the green 
to exercise their dogs and even when they pick up 
some remnants are left in the grass which children can 
come into contact with whilst playing. 
The number of dog waste bins was discussed VE is 
reluctant to purchase more dog fouling bins, it was 
agreed that the clerk should get prices for a litter bin to 
go on Jagger Lane near the dog waste bin which can 
also be used for dog waste.  

Clerk 

7h Emergency 
Planning 

No further progress on the 
document. 

Cllr Stokoe AS 

7i  NRCP meeting 
update 

No meeting dates had been 
confirmed. 

Waiting RDC to advise dates.  

7j  Street Lighting Clerk gave an update on street 
lighting enquiries. 

RDC had replied to the enquiry stating that they would 
not allow the Christmas tree lights to be connected to 
the street light on East Road near the tree. They 
advised that a full programme of street light cleaning 
had been completed in the village but some of the 
lights are old and can still look dirty. A programme of 
street light replacement is under way and the old lights 
will eventually be replaced. 
Concern was raised that the cherry tree in the garden 
at Hope Cottage is blocking the street light attached to 
the house. The Clerk is to write to the owner of the 
house to request pruning. 

Clerk 
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7k  Replacement of 
electricity pole 
St James Close 
garages 

Pole due to be moved and replaced. AS confirmed that the work has now been completed 
and a new pole has now been installed to the side of 
the garages. 

No further action 
required. 

7l Repairs to fence 
at new burial 
ground 

The fence needs to be repaired and 
additional rails added. 

The Clerk had received a quote of £400 from Rob 
Skelton and was waiting for another quote from Chris 
Willis. Cllrs discussed the possibility of building a stone 
wall instead of a fence which would last longer and 
require less maintenance than a fence. Clerk to get 
quote from John Proudlock to supply stone and build a 
wall. 

Clerk 

7m Allotments The lease has not been sent to RDC 
as awaiting clarification of charge for 
legal fees included in the lease. 

Clerk had emailed RDC but had not yet received a 
reply. 

Awaiting RDC reply 

8. Bus Stop Signs TS advised that the Bus Stop on 
Moor Road heading south did not 
have a sign only a concrete post, 
there is also no sign at the bus 
shelter or the stop opposite and no 
timetables are displayed. 

Clerk to report to NYCC requesting new signs and 
timetables. 

Clerk 

9. St James Close 
Car Park 

A complaint had been received that 
the car parking area on St James 
Close resembled a junk yard, after a 
caravan had been there for years 
and now an old ambulance had 
been parked up. 

Since the complaint the ambulance had been moved 
but a second caravan was now in the parking area. 
Clerk to notify RDC to see what action can be taken. 

Clerk 

10. Tree Survey of 
Village Green 

The tree survey had been overdue. Agreed that Clerk should arrange a date for the tree 
survey now the trees are in full leaf and WN would like 
to attend to discuss some concerns. 

Clerk/WN 

11. Common Land 
Register 

NYCC is updating the Common 
Land Register including Village 
Greens. The Parish Council need to 
identify any Common Land including 
the Village Green so that the Clerk 
can check the register. 

It was agreed that only the Village Green should be 
registered in the ownership of the PC. Clerk to check 
the register and ensure it is correct. 

Clerk 
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12.  Defibrillator The Parish Council is to receive a 
defibrillator funded by Hambleton 
Richmondshire & Whitby Clinical 
Commissioning Group. This is to be 
located at Central Villa, the unit 
requires electricity connection. To 
agree amount to be paid by Parish 
Council to Mr & Mrs Nixon for 
electricity usage estimated at £5.00 
per year. 

WN advised that he did not wish to receive payment for 
the running costs. The defibrillator had not yet been 
delivered. Clerk to chase up for delivery date. Once the 
equipment is received an electrician will be required to 
connect it and a training session is to be arranged with 
Yorkshire Ambulance Service in the School. 

Clerk 

13.  Affiliation to 
Richmondshire 
Local Sports 
Association 

A request had been received from 
RLSA to affiliate at a cost of £5 
which had been done last year. 

It was agreed to affiliate as children from the village 
benefit from this charity. Clerk to arrange payment. 

Clerk 

14 Tidy Gardens & 
Village Show 
dates 

The village show is on 22nd August 
2015. The Parish Council provide 
prizes for the Tidy Gardens 
Competition. 

Agreed to provide prizes 1st £15; 2nd £10; 3rd £5. Clerk to arrange 
prize money nearer 
the time. 

15 Planning 
Applications 

1. Two new applications had been 
received. Concrete batch processing 
plant at Low Grange Quarry and 
extension to Moorholme, Moor 
Road. 
2. The response to the RDC 
Settlement Development 
Assessment was required by 1/6/15.  

1. There had been no objections to these applications. 
2. Cllrs to provide comments so Clerk can prepare 
reply. RDC holding an open meeting in School on 10th 
June which had been advertised in the last Newsletter 
and on the website. 

 

16. Finance 1. The Clerk had emailed the budget 
report and end of year accounts to 
Cllrs prior to the meeting. The end of 
year accounts would be passed to 
Ian Stansfield for internal audit 
ASAP.  
2. LP had requested to attend the 
RoSPA playground inspection 
course organised by YLCA and AS 

1. Cllrs approved the Asset Register and end of year 
accounts. 
2. After discussion it was agreed that this should be 
reconsidered in 12 months’ time. RDC currently carry 
out the inspection and they are responsible if any 
problems. If PC carry out own inspections could affect 
insurance and potentially cause problems. It was 
agreed that the Clerk should attend the Induction 
Course if places available. 

Clerk 



7 

 

was also interested. The Clerk 
wished to attend an Induction 
Course. 
3. RDC had provided details of 
additional costs for inspection of new 
play equipment.  
4. Cheques to sign 

3. See item 7a 
4. Cheques were signed and the clerk was paid. 

17. Correspondence Clerk had circulated details of 
correspondence dealt with to 
Councillors prior to the meeting.  

The Clerk had dealt with correspondence and a Report 
of Community Audit 2014 carried out by the Church 
had been received. This was circulated to Councillors. 

 

18. Public 
Participation 

The library in the Church is now 
going to be open every day during 
daylight hours. 

Clerk to advertise this in Newsletter. Clerk 

19.  Items for future 
Agenda 

1. LP advised that the Sports Day 
Committee were hoping to purchase 
a storage container and had asked 
for some assistance with the 
purchase cost. 
2. The walls on East and West Road 
which have been damaged for some 
time are deteriorating and repair is 
required NYCC are responsible for 
repairs. 
3. The shrubs along the wall on East 
Road near the bridge are becoming 
overgrown and need cutting back. 
NYCC had done this before. 
4. The hedgerows next to the beck 
on West Road are becoming 
overgrown. 

1-3 to be included on next Agenda. DD to get prices for 
storage containers. 
4. Clerk to write to garden owners on High Row to ask 
them to keep hedges and beck sides clear. 

DD 
Clerk 

20.  Dates for future 
meetings 

Dates for next 12 months were 
confirmed 

22 July 2015; 23 September 2015; 18 November 2015;  
20 January 2016; 23 March 2016; 25 May 2016 

 

The meeting closed at 9.50pm.  

 


