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MELSONBY PARISH COUNCIL 

MELSONBY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 20th JULY 2016 AT 7.30PM IN MELSONBY PRIMARY SCHOOL 

PRESENT: Cllr Angus Stokoe (Chairman); Cllr V Elrington (Vice-chair); Cllr T Sutton; Cllr D Dixon; Cllr E Harrison; Jill Welham (Clerk); 
residents. 

Item Covering Summary Detail/Action Action/By Who 

1. Apologies Apologies received and accepted 
from WN, LP, JWP, PC Mark Wood 

  

2. Declarations of 
Interest 

None   

3.  Police Update PC Wood unable to attend. Clerk 
read out Crime reports received for 
June and July. 

There were two reports – 1 of two strimmers being 
taken from an open boot whilst workmen were cutting 
the grass on 21st June enquiries are ongoing. On 9th 
July a group of teenagers were reported to be walking 
through fields on Jagger Lane, officers unable to 
attend.  
DD reported that wing mirrors had been damaged on 
vehicles parked on West Road. 

 

4. Minutes of last 
meeting 

The Minutes of the last meeting 
were agreed.   

Signed by Cllr A Stokoe  

5.    
5a Telephone box Updates on signs WN unable to attend, no update.  

5b Burial ground 
Damage to wall 

Update Two quotes had been received for repair work to the 
damaged dry stone wall. A vote was taken and it was 
agreed that John Proudlock should be asked to carry 
out the repair. His estimate was much lower than the 
others. Clerk to advise companies who quoted. 

Clerk 

5c Repairs to fence 
at new burial 
ground 

Update Three quotes had been received for building a wall at 
the ramp in the burial ground to replace the existing 
fence. A vote was taken and it was agreed that John 
Proudlock should be asked to carry out the repair. His 
estimate was much lower than the others. Clerk to 
advise companies who quoted. 

Clerk 
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5d   Speeding issues Update on Community Speed watch 
and letter re Aldborough Road 
speed survey 

A letter had been received advising that the speed 
survey showed there is not a speeding problem on 
Aldbrough Road and no further action will be taken.  
Clerk had advertised Community Speed watch in the 
last Newsletter but only 1 volunteer had come forward. 
Clerk to re-advertise in newsletter on website and on 
Facebook.  
AS requested that Clerk contact Area 1 Highways to 
see if they can paint yellow countdown markers on the 
road on all entrances to the village. Clerk to contact 
Area 1. 
Clerk had applied for a speed survey to be carried out 
on Moor Road.  

Clerk 

5e Dog fouling Update CCTV camera has not yet been purchased. Clerk had 
contacted Gainford PC, they are in the same position 
but advised that a policy is required for installing 
CCTV. Clerk to see if a policy template is available and 
prepare it. 

Clerk 

5f Emergency 
Planning 

Update from TS Clerk had advertised for volunteers in last Newsletter 
but only one person had come forward. TS to draught 
an advert and Clerk to re-advertise in newsletter, on 
Facebook and website. 

TS/Clerk 

5g NRCP  No updates from NRCP but Clerk 
reminded that there is a grant of 
£500 available but deadline is early 
September. 

Grant is available to all community projects. Clerk to 
email link to Sports Day committee as they may be 
eligible to apply. 

Clerk 

5h Bench in Bus 
shelter 

The bench has now been completed Residents happy with new bench. No further action 
required. It was reported that youths had been 
congregating in the bus shelter, smashing bottles but 
WN had spoken to them and problem seems to have 
stopped. 

 

5i  Damaged walls 
West Road 

Update No further update has been received. Clerk had 
attended last YLCA meeting where County Cllrs Carl 
Les and Don Mackenzie had been answering 
questions. Other villages have same and worse 
problems with Highways issues. Clerk to advise Area 1 

Clerk 
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that part land adjoining damaged wall belongs to 
Millgarth, Jagger Lane and some to Mr & Mrs Richards 
at Bracken House. 

5j  Bungalows 
maintenance 

Update Problem with damp wall at no. 25 Moor Road has now 
been repaired. Clerk had been informed by RDC that 
repairs to fascias should be completed in 8-10 weeks. 
To monitor progress. 

 

5k Queen’s 
birthday medals 

Update The medals have all been distributed and there are no 
more left. Residents had been pleased with the medals 
and a number of thanks had been received. 

 

5l Moor Road 
parking issues 

Update Meeting had been held with Ian Beighton from Area 1, 
Cllr JWP and Cllr MH. White H-bars are going to be 
painted on Moor Road to prevent parking at entrance 
to allotments and near Nixon’s Garage to ease traffic 
flow problems. Yellow countdown markers to be 
painted at village entrance on Moor Road. JWP to 
speak to RDC about possibility of: providing 
hardstanding in front gardens of bungalows for 
interested residents; parking on grass outside 
allotments; spare garages available in St James Close 
that Moor Road residents could rent; permit parking on 
Moor Road. Clerk to send reminder to JWP. 

Clerk/JWP 

5m School 
 

Update on funding request and 
Licence for playing field 

Headmaster had withdrawn request for funding for the 
time being. He is intending to offer a computer class for 
all in the new term and will then be in a better position 
to know what requirements are. Clerk to ask 
Headmaster to notify funding requirements prior to next 
meeting on 21st September. 
The licence for the playing field has now been received 
and signed and the School had paid the fee for this 
current financial year. 

Clerk 

6. Planning 
Applications 

1. Resident’s pre-application request 
for alterations to driveway at 30 East 
Road. 
2. Updates on plans for proposed 
village hall. 

1. Residents of 30 East Road were present to discuss 
their plans for making alterations to their drive at 30 
East Road. There were no objections to the proposals 
and the residents are to proceed with a planning 
application. 

Clerk 
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3. New applications received and 
planning decisions by RDC. See 
Agenda for details. 

2. Revised plans for a village hall had been received 
from Mulberry Homes. It was felt that this was the best 
possible solution and no further negotiation was 
possible. The total number of houses on the site has 
been reduced to 39. There is less affordable housing in 
lieu of a village hall (3 for rent and 5 for low cost starter 
homes). Clerk to put revised plans on website. 
AS requested that a village hall committee was now 
needed to identify possible grant funding for interior 
fittings and make plans for future. Clerk to re-advertise 
in newsletter, on Facebook and website. 
3. A number of planning applications had been 
considered. Objections had been raised to proposal to 
build a new garage at 31 Church Row and to 
application for telecoms pole at Harelands Farm, too 
close to road. Clerk had advised RDC of objections. 

7.  Parking 
concerns on 
Church Row 

Complaint received from resident 
about parking on Church Row, cars 
parking on grass verges causing 
damage. 

This parking is causing problems for vehicles travelling 
on Church Row. Clerk to speak to resident at The 
Bungalow, Church Row to see who is responsible for 
the verge and to report the problem to PC Mark Wood 
to see if police can help. 

Clerk 

8.  Village Green 
trees 

Complaint received from resident on 
the Green regarding overhanging 
tree branches.  

It was agreed that the sycamore trees growing on the 
green are overhanging the courtyard area of the 
houses. The tree survey conducted last year had 
suggested that some light pruning of the lower 
branches would be possible. However the green is in 
the conservation area and any pruning must be 
approved by RDC before work can begin. It was 
agreed that Clerk should contact RDC for information 
about making an application for the work and YLCA for 
guidance on PC responsibilities in this situation. The 
Clerk is to obtain quotes for pruning as per the tree 
survey and reply to the resident to notify them of the 
action to be taken. 

Clerk 

9. Sports Day 
Donation 

To discuss and vote on giving a 
donation to Sports Day Committee 

It was agreed that as the port-a-loos had been 
provided free of charge the Parish Council would make 

Clerk 
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as port-a-loos were provided free of 
charge by supplier. 

a donation of the equivalent amount £105 to the Sports 
Day Committee which will be used towards the 40th 
year celebrations next year. It was also mentioned that 
grants are available from Sports Day Committee for 
children towards the cost of sports related expenses, 
deadline for applications is 1st September. Clerk to 
advertise this in the Newsletter. 

10. Play parks 1. To discuss and vote on funding 
10% (£2475) payment to Yorwaste 
to fulfil req1uirements of the 
Yorventure grant application. 
2. To discuss and vote on paying 
RDC to empty litter bins in play 
parks. 
3. To vote on purchasing new 
stickers for play park signs. 
4. Teenagers using Moor Road play 
park in the evenings for drinking and 
riding of a motorbike. 
5. To discuss pruning the tree in 
Glebe Court play park. 
6. To discuss what action to take 
regarding weed level on access road 
beside Glebe Court play park. 
7. Play park inspections – response 
for RDC. 

1. Application to Yorwaste had received provisional 
approval however when the application form had been 
completed it had not been understood that the Parish 
Council would have to give 10% of the grant cost back 
to Yorwaste. In order to qualify for the grant £2475 
needs to be paid to Yorwaste. This additional payment 
was approved and Clerk to notify Yorwaste. Once 
grant approval confirmed new play park equipment can 
be ordered 
2. Bin in Moor Road play park full to overflowing, the 
cost of RDC emptying the bins in the play parks 
fortnightly is £68 per bin per year + VAT. It was agreed 
that this was necessary and approval was given for 
clerk to arrange this. 
3. New stickers are required for the play park signs 
notifying responsibility of Parish Council with valid 
telephone number for contact in case of problems. A 
mobile phone had been purchased last year to be used 
for this purpose. All that is required are small signs that 
can be stuck over the RDC contact details. Estimates 
had been received for small screw on signs. It was 
agreed that signs should be purchased for Moor Road 
and St James Close play parks. Clerk to arrange. 
4. Police had attended and spoken to youths about 
riding motorbike which has since stopped. It was 
agreed that Clerk should include an article in the 
Newsletter asking people to respect the facilities. If 
residents think a criminal offence is being committed it 
should be reported to the police. AS and TS to speak 

Clerk 
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to the youths involved and ask them to co-operate in 
tidying up litter and keeping noise down. No-one 
objects to them using the park if they look after the 
facilities. 
5. The tree in Glebe Court play park needs pruning as 
branches are overhanging. RDC will do the work at 
cost of £32.33 + VAT. It was agreed that this should be 
arranged. Clerk to contact RDC to organise. 
6. The weeds on the access road have become a 
nuisance RDC had said that the road was the 
responsibility of the landowner but the landowner only 
has a right of way and as this is part of the adopted 
highway up to the field it should be responsibility of 
RDC to maintain. The state of grass cutting was also 
discussed and it was agreed that reminders should be 
sent to RDC about cutting grass more regularly. Clerk 
to contact RDC.  
7. RDC inspect the play equipment every two weeks 
and had emailed the clerk a copy of a report for one 
week. All reports are available at RDC offices for 
viewing if required. It was felt that RDC should notify 
PC after each inspection of any faults and when they 
are repaired, these could be emailed each fortnight. 
Clerk to notify RDC. 
YLCA had emailed about the possibility of Play park 
Inspection training. It was agreed that 3-4 Cllrs would 
be interested in attending if a course is organised. 
Clerk to advise YLCA. 

11. RDC Grass 
cutting 

To discuss poor state of grass 
cutting by RDC in the three play 
parks and St James Close verges. 

See 10.6 above.  

12.  Bus shelter roof Bus shelter roof leaking. To discuss 
and agree on a course of action. 

Builder who installed the bench in the bus shelter had 
pointed out that the roof was leaking and that repair 
was required. Some Cllrs had looked at the roof and 
did not feel that it was a problem. The situation will be 
monitored. No further action required at the moment. 
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13.  Centenary 
Fields 

Opportunity to nominate a recreation 
space to be dedicated as a 
Centenary field to commemorate 
100th Anniversary of Battle of the 
Somme. 

A letter had been received from Fields in trust with an 
opportunity to nominate a recreation space to be 
dedicated as a Centenary Field to commemorate 100th 
anniversary of the Battle of the Somme. The 
anniversary date had already passed but it was 
suggested that Clerk should put a notice on Facebook 
and in Newsletter to find out if anyone had relatives 
who fought in the battle or anyone who may be 
interested in having such a memorial. 

Clerk 

14. Noticeboard In need of refurbishment. Needs re-varnishing. DD volunteered to do the job. DD 

15.  Well on East 
road 

Well is in need of clearing out and 
maintenance. 

AS and WN had opened up the area around the well. 
The intention is to clear shrubbery from the Melsonby 
road sign back to the well and make it a feature. It was 
suggested that the planter and the Melsonby sign 
could be moved to a position near the well which would 
be better for the planter which is currently in constant 
shade under the trees and would make more of a 
feature. Cutting back work to be done by volunteers in 
August. Clerk to check with Area 1 if the sign and 
planter can be moved or if permission is required. 

AS/WN to do work 
with volunteers 
Clerk 

16. Litter pick To discuss organising a community 
litter pick to tidy up the village. 

Clerk had obtained details of the Big Tidy Up which 
had previously been done a few years ago in the 
village and also Clean Up for the Queen campaign 
which is hoped to run again in April 2017. Best time of 
year for litter pick is spring before the verges grow up 
and hide the litter. Clerk to email link with details to DD 
who will organise. 

Clerk  
DD 

17. Purchase of new 
equipment for 
village 

To discuss provision of new 
equipment and agree what to 
purchase. 

It was agreed that no additional items should be 
purchased at the moment however the strimmer needs 
to be checked and serviced. Clerk to speak to Eddie 
Shedden and ask him to get it serviced at Sam 
Turners. 

Clerk 
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18. Renewal of 
Parish Council 
Insurance 

To discuss quotes and agree on 
insurer. 

Clerk had obtained quotes for 1 year insurance from 
Zurich £880.03; AON £439.61; Came and Company 
£442.75. All agreed that AON would be preferred 
insurer. It was also requested that clerk should find out 
if they offer a playground inspection pack and if this 
was less than £100 this should be included in the 
insurance cover.  

Clerk 

19. Burial ground To discuss removal of stone/soil 
heap in new burial ground. 

DD had looked at the site and thought this was a big 
job. Clerk to ask Everards to provide a quote for 
removal of the soil and stones and this will be added to 
the Agenda for the next meeting. 

Clerk 

20. Finance a. Clerk provided budget report (see 
Appendix) 
b. Clerk’s salary – to approve pay 
increase for clerk based on NALC 
agreed salary award. 

a. Budget report had been emailed to Cllrs. prior to 
meeting.  
b. Clerk is currently paid £8.613 per hour the 
recommended increase for this year backdated to 1st 
April is to £8.717 per hour and from 1st April 2017 to 
£8.873 per hour. Pay increase approved. 

 

21. Correspondence Clerk had dealt with a number of 
letters/emails and telephone calls. 
See Appendix to Agenda for details. 

  

22. Public 
Participation 

No additional items were raised by 
members of the public. 

  

23. Items for future 
Agenda 

TS advised concerns regarding trees 
from Everards Nursery overhanging 
the entrance to Glebe Court. 
DD would like to clean the beck on 
West road again. He is happy to do 
the work but it is the responsibility of 
residents on High Row to clear their 
own boundaries. 

Clerk to write to Everards and ask them to prune trees. 
It was agreed that clerk should send a letter to 
residents in the end of the 1st week of September 
reminding them of responsibilities. Draft letter to be 
emailed to PC for approval prior to distribution. 

Clerk 

24. Dates for future 
meetings 

 The next meeting date was confirmed as 21st 
September 2016 at 7.30pm. 

 

Meeting ended at 10.20pm 

 


