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MELSONBY PARISH COUNCIL 

ANNUAL MEETING OF MELSONBY PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 22nd JULY 2015 AT 7.30PM IN MELSONBY PRIMARY 
SCHOOL 

PRESENT: Cllr Angus Stokoe (Chairman); Cllr W Nixon; Cllr Terry Sutton; Cllr Lisa Pratt; Jill Welham (Clerk); Cllr Jimmy Wilson-Petch; PC 
Wilbor; Sgt Jon Hunter, Police Traffic Management and residents. 

Item Covering Summary Detail/Action Action/By Who 

1. Apologies Cllr Vince Elrington had sent his 
apologies. 

  

2. Declarations of 
Interest 

G Stokoe and T Sutton are members 
of the Allotment Association. G 
Stokoe works for Westgarths. 

Recorded.   

3.  Police Update PC Wilbor presented a Crime Report 
for June and July 

Police had dealt with reports of a person living in a car 
next to the village green. The person has now moved 
on and no further problems have been reported. At 
12.40 am on 19/6/15 two suspicious persons had been 
reported at the old Post Office, police attended but no-
one was found. On the night of 22/7/15 criminal 
damage to a vehicle on Moor Road had been reported. 
Police attended but no-one was apprehended. There is 
currently a low frequency of crime being reported in the 
District but encourage residents to remain vigilant and 
report incidents as they occur. 
No update on the Community SpeedWatch initiative 
was available. 

 

4. Minutes of last 
meeting 

The Minutes of the last meeting 
were agreed.  

Signed by Cllr A Stokoe AS 

5. Progress Reports      

5a Play Parks LP gave an update on Play Park 
improvements. 

An application has been submitted to “Awards For All” 
for a grant towards Outdoor Gym Equipment in Moor 
Road Play Park. 

LP ongoing 
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There had been no further contact from the firm that 
had offered to galvanize the goal posts, it is proposed 
to paint them and then purchase nets. 
LP is awaiting a quote for improvements to St James 
Close Play Park. 

5b Telephone box 
 

The Clerk had obtained prices for 
replacement glass panels for the 
telephone box. 

Cllrs voted to go ahead and purchase a replacement 
glazing kit costing £195 + VAT. The phone box will be 
painted prior to the new glass being installed.  

Clerk to order 
glazing kit. 
WN to organise 
painting. 

5c Footpath repairs The work on St James Close 
footpath has still not been 
completed.  

The Clerk had sent a reminder to NYCC Area 1 about 
the footpath repairs and white line repainting. A reply 
had been received advising that the white lines would 
be repainted but no mention had been made about St 
James Close. A further reminder has been sent. 
The road markings had been repainted at the junctions 
but white lines in the middle of the road were still to 
paint. Clerk to contact NYCC to request completion of 
outstanding work. 

Since the meeting 
the white lines have 
been completed. 
Clerk to pursue 
completion of 
outstanding works. 

5d   Village grass 
cutting 

1. A complaint had been received 
that the grass in the Glebe Court 
Play Park had not been cut for over 
6 weeks.  
2. Damage to headstone in burial 
ground 

1. The Clerk had contacted RDC and the grass had 
been cut. However grass now long again and has not 
been cut since that contact. 
2. The Clerk had emailed Mac Plant regarding the 
complaint but no reply has yet been received. The 
clerk has sent a reminder. 

1. Clerk to contact 
RDC about grass 
cutting. 
2. Clerk pursuing 
damage claim 

5e Speed calming 
measures 

The Clerk had been contacted by 
NYCC to advise that the PC would 
not be allowed to install its own 
Speed Matrix Signs. The Clerk had 
contacted Cllr Heseltine to see what 
further action could be taken. As a 
result Sgt Jon Hunter from Police 
Traffic Management attended the 
meeting and gave advice about 
possible alternatives. 

JH gave an explanation of the Speed Management 
Protocol explaining the results of the traffic monitoring 
survey carried out on Moor Road in 2014. 85% of 
vehicles were travelling below 33mph leaving the 
village and 36mph entering the village. This is 
considered as the norm under the Protocol. Speed is 
measured every three years in the villages so 
Melsonby would not be due another survey until 2017. 
However, it may be possible to get a new survey of a 
different location within the village. Suggested 
Aldbrough Road and West Road where speeding is 

Clerk to contact 
Tracey Horseman to 
request new speed 
survey. 
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considered to be a problem. Clerk to contact Tracey 
Horseman at RDC to arrange. JH suggested 
alternative action that PC can take: 
1. Vehicle Activated Signs (VAS) are available on rota 
from NYCC – PC had already applied for rota and 
Clerk had been told that Melsonby low on list of 
Parishes requesting the equipment so won’t be priority. 
JH advised this was incorrect and recommended going 
back to NYCC to request again. The equipment is 
available for each parish twice a year but there is a 
cost of approx. £700 to install bases for the equipment 
and there is a hire fee for the equipment itself. JH 
suggested that the speed monitoring be conducted 
again prior to contacting NYCC so an update of 
recorded speeds would be available. 
2. Strategic Parking – parking vehicles strategically at 
entrances/exits to village can slow down traffic. 
However, must be legally parked. 
3. Alternative speed calming measures – chicanes and 
speed humps can slow down traffic but work best when 
equal volume of traffic travelling in both directions. 
Need to apply to Ian Beighton at Area 1 and partial 
funding by PC may help. Still recommended to wait 
until after new speed survey before taking further 
action. 
JH stressed that it is impossible to stop everyone from 
speeding and it is down to individual attitudes. The 
better kept the village looks the less people are likely to 
speed.  

5f Christmas tree 
lights 

No further progress had been made 
on lights for the tree. 

WN to contact electrical suppliers YES for information. 
Unable to get quote from Northern Powergrid for an 
unmetered supply until decision made on lights.  

WN 
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5g Dog fouling Clerk had been in touch with RDC 
and requested a new litter bin for 
Jagger Lane.  
Increase in amount of dog fouling, 
reports on Moor Road, High Row 
and St James Close 

A new bin will be provided free of charge by RDC but 
will take a couple of months before it is installed. 
Reports on Melsonby Facebook page of increase in 
dog fouling. Clerk has reported to RDC Street Scene 
but unless culprit is reported and evidence provided 
little that can be done other than increased dog warden 
visits. 
Discussed a sign for the Village Green, Clerk advised it 
is not possible to ban dogs from the green but can put 
up signs to request dog owners to pick up dog waste. 
AS to organise a sign for the Green. 

Waiting RDC to 
install bin. 
AS sign for village 
green. 
 

5h Emergency 
Planning 

No further progress on the 
document. 

Cllr Stokoe AS 

5i  NRCP meeting 
update 

No meeting dates had been 
confirmed. 

Waiting RDC to advise dates.  

5j  Repairs to fence 
at new burial 
ground 

Clerk had obtained a quote for 
building a wall at the ramp into the 
new burial ground. 

A quote of £1330 had been received which is 
considered too high. AS is to get another quote. 
The Clerk reported that part of the boundary wall has 
now collapsed and needs repair. To include in quote. 

AS 

5k Allotments Clerk had sent reminder to RDC 
regarding the wording of the 
Allotment Lease.  

The person who had been dealing was unable to be 
contacted. The Clerk has sent the details to Gary 
Hudson at RDC who will forward the request to the 
new legal officer – Phillip Newton. 

Clerk/RDC 

5l Bus Stop Signs Clerk had reported missing bus stop 
signs and timetables to NYCC. 

NYCC have passed details of timetable issues to Dales 
and District who are responsible for them. NYCC will 
replace the missing bus stop sign at the south bound 
bus stop on Moor Road but do not have a budget to 
provide any further signs. They had suggested that the 
Parish Council could purchase a sign at the bus shelter 
which is PC responsibility. It was decided that no sign 
was required at the bus shelter as it is obvious what it 
is and once timetable installed will be sufficient 
information. 
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5m St James Close 
Car Park 

Clerk had reported issue of unsightly 
vehicles on St James Close car park 
to RDC. 

No response had been received prior to the meeting 
but AS reported that the two caravans had been 
removed, although the ambulance had reappeared. It 
was agreed to monitor the situation and hopefully the 
owner of the ambulance is in the process of renovating 
it which will improve the appearance. 

 

5n. Tree Survey of 
Village Green 

Tree survey is overdue. Clerk has emailed suitable dates to the consultant and 
is awaiting confirmation of dates. 

Clerk/ 
Consultant/WN 

5o. Defibrillator The defibrillator had been delivered 
to depot at Northallerton. 

Dr Hodgson from Aldbrough surgery had agreed to 
bring it to the surgery for PC to collect. Once it is 
installed a training session can be arranged with 
Yorkshire Ambulance Service. WN to arrange 
electrician to connect/install once received. Clerk to 
arrange training. 

WN/Clerk 

6. Recording of 
Parish Council 
Meetings 

YLCA had reported that the 
suggested wording of the Standing 
Order relating to recording of Parish 
Council Meetings had been 
amended after a complaint from a 
member of the public in another 
area. 

Cllrs agreed to reword the Standing Order based on 
YLCA guidelines. 

Clerk to re-write. 

7.  Grants Discussion about available grants 
and possible projects that could 
benefit. 

Clerk had identified grants currently available (see 
separate sheet). The PC are already applying for 
“Awards for All” grant for Outdoor Gym Equipment in 
Moor Road Play park and hopefully future application 
for Yorventure grant towards play equipment in St 
James Close. The Richmondshire Area Partnership 
Fund has a grant of up to £500 available which could 
be used towards purchasing a fence for the gym 
equipment which has to be kept separate from 
children’s play equipment. The Communities 
Opportunities Fund has grants available up to £25000 
with additional funding coming from PC. DD suggested 
putting towards purchase of a community minibus 

Clerk to check with 
RDC COF grant. 
Cllrs to get ideas for 
next meeting. 
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which could also be used by School. Clerk to check if 
this would be an acceptable project under the terms of 
the scheme. Police and Crime Commissioners Fund 
has grants available from £500 - £20000 for projects 
relating to crime reduction. Suggestions for funding 
awareness campaign for Neighbourhood Watch and 
Ringmaster Schemes to purchase 
signs/posters/leaflets, etc. Also CCTV in centre of 
village could be a possible project. Cllrs to consider 
other possible projects for next meeting. 

8.  Mobile Phone It was suggested that the PC should 
purchase a mobile phone. A contact 
number is required for the sign at the 
Play Park and as there is no 
dedicated PC phone number. 

Cllr voted in favour of purchasing a cheap mobile 
phone with a Vodaphone SIM card on pay as you go 
basis. Cllrs agreed that phone could be held on a rota 
basis a month at a time by each Cllr. 

EH to get prices 

9.  Storage 
Container 

Sports Day Committee had 
requested a donation towards the 
cost of a storage container. 

DD had obtained some quotes and passed them to the 
Sports Day Committee but no further information was 
available. 

Awaiting contact 
from Sports Day 
Committee. 

10. Damaged walls The walls at the entrances to the 
village on East Road and West Road 
had been damaged a number of 
years ago and have still not been 
repaired.  

Clerk had emailed Area 1 and received a reply that 
funding for the repair has been applied for but until 
funding has been agreed the work can’t be completed 
and no timescale can be provided. The wall on East 
Road has been deemed to be the responsibility of the 
landowner. Clerk to forward details of these issues to 
Cllr Heseltine to see what else can be done. 

Clerk/Cllr Heseltine 

11. East Road 
Overgrown 
Shrubs 

Shrubs have become overgrown 
along the wall on East Road near 
the bridge to Church Row. 

The overgrown shrubs are causing a problem for 
anyone walking along that section of road where there 
is no pavement and for drivers not being able to see 
clearly around the corner. Clerk to contact NYCC Area 
1 to see if they can cut the shrubs back and copy Cllr 
Heseltine in to the email. 

Clerk/Area 1/Cllr 
Heseltine. 

12.  Neighbourhood 
Development 
Plan 

Clerk had been contacted by a 
company offering assistance in 
producing a NDP.  

Further information had been requested but the 
information provided was limited. JW-P had been in a 
meeting with RDC Planning and they had 
recommended not to go ahead with NDP as they have 
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to conform to RDC Core Strategy requirements 
anyway and are expensive and time consuming to 
produce. Takes approx. 2 years to complete and won’t 
be done in time for proposed new development 
anyway. JW-P advised that he had enquired about the 
possibility of removing the Primary Village Status for 
Melsonby but this is not possible as the RDC Core 
Strategy has been approved by the Government’s 
Planning Inspectorate and can’t be changed until after 
the next review, not due for a couple of years.  
With regard to the proposed new development, it is 
now unlikely that the application will be submitted until 
the end of the year. It may be possible to negotiate 
with the developer to reduce the amount of affordable 
housing and insist on a Village Hall being built 
completely by the developer. It may also be possible to 
negotiate improvements to existing sewerage system 
with developer.  
It was agreed not to proceed with NDP at the moment.  

13.  Sewerage 
Survey 

PC considering commissioning an 
independent sewerage survey in 
preparation for the proposed 
planning application for new 
housing. 

DD had made enquiries and has received an unofficial 
report about sewerage and flooding. It was agreed that 
DD is to get prices for an official report to be produced. 

DD 

14.  Village Green a. Request to erect a flagpole on 
village green 
b. Car Boot sale on village green 

a. Sports Day committee had requested that a flag pole 
be erected on the village green near the first Christmas 
Tree. It is the Annual Sports Day 40th anniversary in a 
couple of years and they would like to have a flagpole 
and flag to celebrate. It could also be used by other 
groups. The green is a conservation area and it is likely 
that planning permission would be required. Sports 
Day Committee need to get prices/sizes and come 
back with further info for next meeting. 
b. Sports Day committee would like to hold car boot 
sales on the green to raise funds. Concern about 

Sports Day 
Committee 
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possible damage to grass and problem with cars 
accessing the green and parking for visitors. Would 
also impact on PC insurance. Suggestion made to hold 
table top sale instead or look for alternative venue. 
Discussed Moor Road Play Park but vehicle access is 
restricted and it is children’s play area.  
Suggestion was made to hold Table Top sale instead 
to pass back to Sports Day Committee for further 
consideration. 

15. Planning 
Applications 

One application had been received 
for a dormer window at Briarfields, 
West Road. Application for Premises 
Licence for Bon Coeur Fine Wines at 
former Durham Transport Site. 
Planning permission granted for 
extension at Moorholme, Moor Road 

No objections to dormer window or Premises Licence. Clerk to respond to 
RDC 

16. Finance a. Clerk gave an update of income 
and expenditure since last meeting 
b. Donation request from Butterwick 
Hospice 

a. Clerk had submitted end of year accounts to auditor. 
Clerk has applied for VAT refund. Notification had been 
received of NYCC payment for Highways grass cutting 
contribution. Cheques to sign for Mac Plant grass 
cutting and Clerks wages. As VE absent Clerk to get 
his signature after meeting. PC Insurance due for 
renewal 3/9/15. Tied in to contract until next year, Clerk 
to deal with renewal. 
b. Cllrs voted to refuse donation request as not direct 
benefit to Parish, request not from local hospice. 

 

17. YLCA Branch 
Meeting 

Clerk had attended YLCA branch 
Meeting in June. 

Clerk gave a brief update of the meeting. Main item 
relating to PC responsibility to provide a Pension 
Scheme for Clerk. Clerk does not earn enough to 
qualify for pension but could opt in to a pension 
scheme and a new Clerk in the future may request a 
scheme. Under new legislation the PC must have a 
Pension Scheme in place. Clerk has registered with 
The Pension Regulator as required and the staging 
date for Melsonby is August 2017.  

Clerk to deal as 
required. 
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18. Correspondence Clerk had dealt with a number of 
letters; emails and telephone calls 
since the last meeting. 

Relevant information had been circulated to Cllrs. The 
NYCC Local Transport Plan consultation is currently 
underway and Cllrs were asked to give their comments 
by 15/9/15. Yorkshire Air Ambulance had enquired 
about installing a clothing bank in the village. Cllrs 
voted not to support this as there is no suitable 
location. 

Cllrs to comment on 
NYCC LTP. 

19. Public 
Participation 

A resident present at the meeting 
enquired about beck tidying. 

PC wish to see the beck areas around the village kept 
tidy and free from overhanging shrubs, etc. to help 
prevent flooding. However the cutting back of shrubs 
and plants should be done later in the year to protect 
wildlife habitats during breeding season. The PC will 
be writing to residents of High Row in late August 
reminding them of their responsibilities for keeping 
their side of the beck cleared. There is a large amount 
of Himalayan Balsam growing in the beck on Moor 
Road which should be cleared to prevent it spreading 
through the watercourse. 

 

20.  Items for future 
Agenda 

AS has received a letter from a 
number of residents requesting a 
seat in the bus shelter. 
The Buddleia tree at the bridge on 
High Row is becoming overgrown 
and needs cutting back.  

Clerk to get prices for a built in stone wall with wooden 
boards on top for seating round inside of bus shelter 
before next meeting. 
WN and AS to deal with tree. 

Clerk 
 
 
WN/AS 

21.  Dates for future 
meetings 

 The next meeting date was confirmed as Wednesday 
23rd September 2015. 

 

The meeting closed at 9.50pm.  

 


