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BULLET (IN) POINTS NUMBER 22 – NYCC IN 

RICHMONDSHIRE NORTH (AUTUMN AND WINTER 2016) – 

(REPORT TO PARISHES FROM YOUR COUNTY COUNCILLOR, 

MICHAEL HESELTINE) 

 
The Department of Transport has carried out long and detailed 

studies on 5 strategic roads over the whole of the country, and as a 

result, it has been announced that as part of the second Roads 

Investment Strategy (2020 to 2025), the A66 will be completely 

dualled. This is the first time this commitment has been included in 

future roads programme at national level. This announcement came 

with the Chancellor of the Exchequer’s Autumn Statement. For me 

this will see the realisation of an aim (a “dream” according to recent 

television) in which I have been involved for just over 30 years, and 

a scheme of huge importance not only locally but also nationally. 

Few may be able to recall the sort of road which then existed 

between the A1 and M6, when less than half the distance was 

dualled (I actually checked it) and it was in response to local 

pressures that my campaign started. This involved a great deal, 

including establishing and chairing of the “A66 Completion Group”, 

for many years, a hard working committee which included both 

local authority representatives and other relevant bodies such as the 

Road Haulage Association, and Teesside Industry and Commerce. 

Meetings were held regularly at the Scotch Corner Hotel. Support 

came from North Yorkshire, Durham and Cumbria County and 

Richmondshire District Councils, in the House we had a Cumbrian 

peer as lead spokesman, strong support came from 3 very 

supportive cross-party Members of Parliament (William Hague of 

Richmond, David McLean from Cumbria, and Don Foster from Bishop 

Auckland), We mounted after one General Election an exhibition to 

promote the campaign to new MP’s at the Institute of Civil Engineers 

at Westminster.  On one occasion I went to the Department of 

Transport in London, arranged by William Hague, to put the case to 
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the then Transport Minister. I spoke to Neil Kinnock about it, actually 

on the A66, when he was European Transport Commissioner, and I 

managed to speak to one or two hopefully helpful people informally 

on one occasion when I was visiting the European Parliament. Over 

this time, I must add, several past and present County Council 

Officers have done a great deal of work on this and been very 

supportive, and I must thank them for all their efforts in this respect. I 

still have 7 large box files of relevant paper work. It seems we are 

nearly there! 

 

The County Council’s Annual Road Casualty Report was published in 

October (see www.roadwise.co.uk) and showed amongst other 

things an ongoing “improved” situation, with 31 road deaths in North 

Yorkshire in 2015, compared with 40 in 2014 and 51 in 2013. This is still 

no cause for celebration when even one road casualty is one too 

many. The County Council has its part to play through highways 

engineering and its road safety unit Ninety Five Live, together with 

the work of other agencies including obviously the Police and Fire 

and Rescue Services. We all have a part to play. 

 
People living with dementia can now access a new support service 

provided by Making Space, a charity working in North Yorkshire. 

Making Space receives funding from NYCC towards providing a 

dementia support service from North Yorkshire County Council and 

from the NHS CCGs (Clinical Commissioning Groups) in the county. I 

mention this particularly because so many of the County Council's 

social and welfare activities which mean such a lot to individuals so 

often go unnoticed and unrecognised.  

 

The November meeting of the County Council was, for the first time 

in my career, not held in County Hall, but at Stone Cross, the 

Hambleton District Council’s HQ on the other side of Northallerton. 

This was because of the scaffolding and building work going in the 

Council Chamber at County Hall. 
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It is only very rarely that a planning matter in Richmondshire North 

goes to the Planning and Regulatory Functions Committee for 

determination. This did happen however towards the end of 

October, when an application to extend the time allocated to the 

working of the moth-balled Forcett Quarry (East and West Layton) 

by ten years was considered, and I attended. The County Council 

produced a 72-page committee report and the matter was 

discussed for over half an hour, and the recommendation to 

approve the application was finally supported, nem con. 

 

We all know cash is difficult to come by, but so often a lot can be 

achieved by thinking out a cheaper solution to a problem than was 

first considered. This happened recently in a site visit I arranged a 

few weeks ago over an issue which had developed in Middleton 

Tyas. 

  

Some changes have been made in the Council’s Highways 

management appointments. These will not be major as far as we 

are concerned. Nigel Smith has left Richmondshire for the 

Boroughbridge Area Office, and will continue to manage the Thirsk 

and Selby Areas. Richard Marr, who has been Area Manager of 

Whitby, has also taken on responsibility for Richmondshire. Our 

central point of contact at the Area 1 office will continue to be Amy 

Ellis. Unfortunately Amy has had a spell away from work through 

illness, but she has recently returned and assures me she is glad to 

be back and is working hard. We have also lost one of our most 

experienced engineers, who has been transferred to the Thirsk Area. 

 

Following my report in the last edition on Locality Grants the 

deadline I set to receive applications from Richmondshire North 

(November 1st) has now passed. I was rather surprised that the 

applications were down on last year, and when I had made my 

recommendations there was still cash in hand, which I hope to sort 

out by the end of 2016.  I understand this limited response was a 

trend around the county. So far, over £4,000 has been allocated to 
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community projects in North Cowton, Stapleton, and Gilling West 

and Moulton. You will recall this scheme was introduced for an 

experimental period of 2 years, and I believe it is not to be 

continued after this council year. 

 

The County Council now has a Language Line a telephone 

interpreting service, which can be immediately made available 

when a customer has a limited or no understanding of the English 

language. 

 

My thanks go to all who responded to my hastily sent message to 

canvass local thoughts on the future of part of Darlington Memorial 

Hospital, at the time of the last full County Council meeting. The 

overwhelming claim was that the hospital is used frequently by my 

electors, and the Council voted overwhelmingly to support retaining 

all its present services. 

 

There has been a spread of defibrillators in Richmondshire North 

villages since the summer. In fact the one at Middleton Tyas was 

inaugurated (a ribbon-cutting ceremony I believe) by my own GP. 

 

“collaboration” is a word which has crept increasingly into local 

government speak in recent times, no doubt prompted by looking 

for ways for making savings, but always with a hope there can be 

increased efficiencies at the same time. I have been asked to 

attend a “summit” in mid-December, called by the MP for Skipton 

and Ripon, with a government minister coming to speak, on possible 

increased collaboration between the Police and Fire and Rescue 

Services. Come what may, I am sure we will see substantial changes 

in the organisation of these services, and possibly involving other 

“blue light” services in the none-too-distant future. 

 

Christmas seemed to start this year, certainly in some shops, before 

the end of September, and in the word of Ebenezer Scrooge, this 

certainly to me seems to be “humbug”. I even received my first 
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Christmas card before the end of November. Anyway, “Enjoy!”, and 

I hope you have a good New Year, with success in all your 

endeavours.  

   

 

YOU ARE VERY WELCOME TO PASS THIS BULLETIN ON TO 

OTHERS. IF ANYBODY WOULD LIKE TO BE ADDED TO MY 

DISTRIBUTION LIST, PLEASE LET ME HAVE YOUR NAME 

AND E-MAIL ADDRESS. 

 


