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Brief history 
 Melsonby is a very old village aligned East/ West along the Waterfall Beck, with holdings 
behind the properties to North and South. The older houses are built from stones from the 
beck with pantile or flag rooves and the centre of the village is a conservation area, with 
some listed properties. There is a crossroads at the centre of the village, where the 
North/South road crosses the beck and where newer houses are located.  The green in the 
centre of the village was former farmland purchased in the 1950s by the Parish Council.  A 
referendum with a 50/50 result led to half of the Waterfall Beck being culverted and half 
left open.  The Church of St James the Great was present before the Norman Conquest and 
had its own priest in the Domesday Book. The present church dates from 1135 and was 
restored in 1871-2.  In the 19th century there were a Church of England School and a 
Methodist School and a Methodist Chapel.  In the 1960s the CofE School closed and after a 
brief period as a village hall was sold by the Church for housing.  In 2003, the Methodist 
School was gutted and a new school was built within the old walls.  In 2008 the land 
behind the school was excavated to provide a new hall and kitchen with a sedum roof and 
after 50 years, the children no longer needed to walk through the village to the old 
canteen for lunch. In 2006 The Methodist Chapel was sold for housing. 
 In the 1881 Census, with 551 people registered, there were several small shops, two pubs 
and two schools in the village.  The villagers were employed mainly as farmers, farm 
labourers, quarrymen or servants, but there was a woman who owned a steam traction 
engine, blacksmiths, dressmakers, boot and shoe makers, joiners, tailors, railway 
inspector, as well as the vicar with a land agent son, schoolmasters, a constable but no 
doctor.  Since the tragic incident at the Shop and Post Office in 2010, the village has had no 
shop or post office services.  The Black Bull is now privately owned and increasingly taking 
on the role of providing services for the village. 

  
 

Facilities 
Melsonby Methodist Primary School    

The school has been completely refurbished and 
expanded over the past 10 years and provides an 
excellent education for children from the village and 
nearby.  It is part of the community and provides: 

 small hall which can be used for Parish Council 
and other meetings and events such as the 
Village Produce Show, Autumn Fayre, 
Community lunches ;  

  Early Bird and After school clubs for working 
parents; 

 the venue for: 
o  a weekly Mother and Toddler group 
o A baby foreign language session 
o 2 weekly Pilates classes; 

 through the Friends of Melsonby School, an 
annual Duck Race event 
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Black Bull 

The Black Bull is a warm and friendly pub provides 
refreshments for event and an increasing number of services 
and activities for the village.   

 Regular Open Mic and other music events 
 Fortnightly quiz nights with food and a raffle 
 A home for men and women’s darts teams 
 Hosting quoits on the green 
 A venue for post funeral refreshments 
 Themed and private parties 

Church of St James the Great 

The church is part of the Stanwick Group of 
churches and is used in rotation with four 
neighbouring village churches for church services.  
It is also available for:  

 funerals/ weddings / christenings 
 concerts 
 large public meetings 
 manages the Cockin Trust which is an 
educational charity, providing funds for young 
people to support their learning 

  
 Royal Mail provides a post office facility on 

most Fridays from 10-12 noon 
 Self-service library when the church is open 

during the day 
 Free jigsaw exchange 
 Collection point for foodbank 
 Polling station 

The church has a plan to provide toilet and kitchen facilities in the church to improve facilities for 
public events and is currently involved in fundraising to provide these facilities. 

Allotments Association 

The village has some excellent and well-run allotments, for 
which there is usually 
a waiting list.  The 
Association runs the 
Village Produce Show, 
which is open to any 
gardeners, bakers, 
artists, photographers 
and craftspeople in the village and children from the school. 
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The Green 

The Green is an attractive public open space and play area 
managed by the Parish Council. It is used as a focus for 

major village events: 

 The Duck Race is organised as a fundraiser 
by the Friends of Melsonby School each 
Spring and is run along the Waterfall Beck from the 
School to the Green 
 Sports Day is organised by the Sports Committee 
in June and is a day of fancy dress, sports, tea, 
sideshows and a barbecue 
 A Christmas tree is illuminated over the festive 

season  

 The Quoits pits have been recently restored by the Black Bull and a team has 
been established, who compete in the local League.   
 

Playgrounds 

At present there are three playgrounds in the village, that are 
managed by the Parish Council 

 The playing field at Moor Road was taken over by the 
Parish Council in 2015 and grants were obtained to 
supplement the football pitch, basketball post and the stand 

for four swings by upgrading the equipment for children and adults. There are also picnic tables 
and a waste bin.   New goals are being provided for the football pitch in 2018. It is also rented 
by the school and used for field games and sports day 
 St James' Close had a 
climbing frame, swings, 
seesaw, jiggers, game boards 
and talking flowers, a seat and 
a waste bin and was upgraded 
in 2017 with a grant to 
include a pirate ship climbing frame and picnic tables 

 Glebe Court has two jiggers, a seat and a waste bin. 
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Economy 
The traditional activities of farming and quarrying are still practised in the Melsonby area.  The farms 
are large and focus on an arable rotation of wheat, barley, oil-seed rape, potatoes and grass for turf. 
There are some sheep and beef cattle and intensive pig rearing.  There is one racing horse 
establishment and there are several small riding stables, mainly for private use.  There is one active 
quarry, which is worked sporadically for large blocks that are taken elsewhere to be broken down for 
building. A second quarry quarries limestone to make liquid concrete and concrete panels for farm 
buildings. 

There are several local businesses who used to be regular customers of the Post Office, but now 
have to make less convenient other arrangements. 

 The Durham City Transport has been sold and the buildings transformed into Bon 
Coeur, a high class wine merchants and shop, and Gilsans, a gun and outdoor 
clothing store  

 Everards Nurseries is a family firm providing 
landscaping services, selling plants and has a 
JCB hire service 

 Harelands 
Courtyard Offices is 
a suite of self-
contained offices with software and security firms 
 High Grange Quarry extracts rock to make ready mix 
concrete 
 Nixon's Garage is a family firm servicing cars and 
horseboxes and selling 
cars and vans and 
aggregates 
 Goodwood Beauty 
and Holistic Therapies 

have a studio 
 SAS N Yorkshire provides dog training  
 Swinbank’s Racing Stables has a young 

staff  some of whom stay in the village 
and some have come from overseas 

There are several independent Consultants living in the 
village, who benefit from the good rail and road communications and airports.  They often work 
from home and now benefit from Superfast broadband.  They also miss the local Post Office facility. 

Partly due to the good road and rail communications, there are many commuters to Darlington, 
Teesside, Durham, Tyneside and Leeds.  Some of these people are upwardly mobile, staying only a 
year or two before promotion, so there is a regular turnover in house properties. 
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Some young people find weekend/ holiday work at local bars or restaurants at Scotch Corner, the 
Vintage, Middleton Lodge, Stanwick Arms and at Mainsgill Farm Shop.  

Infrastructure 
Housing 

Housing in the village is of a high standard and is mainly privately owned. East Road, West Road, 
Church Row and High Row and the Northern end of Moor Road are in the Conservation Area and are 
mainly 100-200 years old.  Council houses that were built in Moor Road and St James’ Close have 
now mainly been sold to tenants and then sold on, so there is currently a need for affordable 
housing, especially for young people.    

 
 

    
Affordable Housing 
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within 5 years 

 

    
within 10 years 

 

    
within 15 years 

 

    
 

 
There are council owned Old Peoples’ bungalows for which there is a great demand when one 
becomes vacant. 

There are three modern estates Scots Dyke (1980s), Glebe Court (1990s) and Wharton’s Farm 
(1990s) and there are privately built houses in St James’ Close (1970s) and various barn conversions, 
extensions and infilling in the village. 

Drainage 

The village is drained by the Waterfall Beck which flows over an intermittent ford then along West 
Road, across the Green before disappearing into 
a swallowhole in the Copse and re-emerging 
near the Cow Pasture.  It is joined by a stream 
that comes from Lime Garth, through Everard’s 
Nurseries to join Waterfall Beck before the 
Copse.  Normally the flow in the stream is slight, 
but flooding has occurred in recent years when 
there have been several days of heavy rain or a 
torrential thunderstorm.  The water then flows 

down Moor Road and West Road and forms a lake on the Green.  Other floods have been at the Cow 
Pastures and in St James’ Close. These can happen 2 or 3 times a year.  

There is one narrow bore main drain for the village, which copes with domestic and street drainage 
in normal circumstances, but not when there is heavy rainfall. 
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Power supply 

The power supply is via three substations in the village, at the 
Green, Wharton’s Farm and Scots Dyke.  The new estates have 
an underground supply to each house, but the older houses are 
connected by overhead lines. Not only are these unsightly, but 
there are frequent power cuts.  Some of these are just for a few 
minutes, but long enough to require the re-setting of electrical 
equipment.   

There is no mains gas in the village. 

There is an oil co-operative which provides price benefits by 
bulk ordering for 100 homes. 

Water 

The water supply comes through the mains from the reservoir near the Winston Crossroads.  It is of 
good quality and usually reliable, but there have been occasional breaks in supply in winter when 
the pump has failed. 

Communications 

The Richmondshire District Scrutiny Survey (2010) found that Melsonby had the 
best broadband provision in the area, but it rarely reaches 2mg and is significantly 
worse in the early evening.  This has improved since superfast broadband became 
available in the village.  

Mobile phone coverage has improved for Vodaphone and BT customers but other 
providers are unreliable, especially inside stone-walled houses, the school and 
church 

Transport 

 Airports:  Durham and Tees Valley (12 miles) Newcastle-upon Tyne (47 miles) Leeds Bradford (53 
miles) 

Trains: Darlington (8 miles) Northallerton (18 miles) 

Buses:  29 Richmond to Darlington There are five buses a day each way, but none on Sundays and 
none in the evening. With a change in provider, the service has become more reliable recently, but 
senior citizens cannot use their bus pass to get to the surgery in Aldbrough St John, as they cannot 
use the early bus that would get them there and back.  It would be better if the Darlington Skeeby 
bus could sometimes come via Melsonby, so that people could use the more frequent services that 
go through Barton.  

The Little White bus connects Melsonby with Barnard Castle on Mondays and Fridays, allowing a 
two-hour stay in Barnard Castle. 

Roads 

Melsonby is well located in relation to the A1 and A66, to gain access to the UK’s road system.  Since 
the A66 has been dualled, the crossing to Richmond has been made safer, but it still has to be 
broached with great caution, especially when crossing the west-bound section.   
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For forty years excessively, high loads have had to divert through the village because of Kneeton 
Bridge on the A1.  After the Public Enquiry it was resolved that the bridge would be raised and a non-
motorway relief road would be built.  This has been completed in 2018, but congestion on the A66 at 
the reconstruction of the Scotch Corner interchange often backing up to even west of the Melsonby 
crossroads, has meant that Melsonby is regularly used as a rat-run, especially in the morning and 

evening rush hours. Village volunteers have run a 
Community Speedwatch in conjunction with North 
Yorkshire Police.  This has eased somewhat as the 
congestion has decreased, but there are still non-
village cars taking a shortcut to and from the A1(M). 

When accidents block the A66, diversions of all the 
traffic, including juggernauts come through village.  
Since the dualling of the A66 this has not happened so 
much, but our roads and village walls are not 
designed to cope with heavy traffic. 

The village roads and the drains beneath them were not designed to take heavy traffic.  Modern 
farm tractors, machinery and potato lorries are big and heavy, but need to pass through the village 
to reach their fields.  This takes its toll on the roads in the form of potholes and smooth surfaces 
which melt in summer and form skid pads all the year.  At present the main road has a high gritting 
priority when there is snow or ice and this is good.  The side roads do not receive such service, but 
the Parish Council has made an arrangement with a 
local JCB driver to clear the side roads if the snow 
lasts more than a couple of days.  The village is 
visited by a NYCC road sweeper occasionally, but it 
is a big bone of contention that there is no 
forewarning, so cars parked in the street do not 
know that they need to be moved and the sweeping 
is patchy. 
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         NB5                      *Speeding 
                                                We measure 35 and above as being speeding 
  

Services 
Richmondshire District Council provides a weekly doorstep cleansing service. One week it empties 
grey bins for landfill and the alternate week is for recycling of cans and bottles, paper, card and 
some plastics. Green waste is collected fortnightly in summer for subscribers, they also empty the 
special dog dirt bins and public litter bins.  Brown cardboard needs to be taken to Richmond or 
Gatherley Road tips. Most people wheel their bins to the roadside, but in special circumstances 
purple bags or disabled support are provided. 

There are gritting bins provided around the village which the Parish Council pays to keep full.  

Post Office services are provided on most Fridays from 10-12 noon, weather permitting, in the 
church. 

Shopping:  
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 newspapers from Barton Post Office, either delivered to the door or 
can be collected from the old telephone box information centre 

 milk delivered by Acorn Dairies on (Tues/Sat) 
 nearest shops Barton PO / Mainsgill Farmshop / Moto Scotch Corner 
 Deli to your door comes once a week 

Mobile Library no longer visits but there is a self-service library facility in the 
church where books are changed every 6 weeks 

Prescription pick-up used to be available from the shop, but now has to be 
collected from the surgery in Aldbrough St John. 

The Parish Council meets bi-monthly in the school. The meeting is public and anyone may attend, 
but if you want to raise any matters, you should notify the Parish Clerk beforehand. The Parish 
Council is responsible for: 

 Grass cutting 
 Parish website 

 information hub 
 PC Meeting reports 

 Planning 
 Conservation area 
 House plans 
 Business plans 

 Big Tidy Up 
 Grit bins 
 Community Carols on Christmas Eve  

Melsonby has a First Responders Team who are trained and equipped to support the Yorkshire 
Ambulance Service.  When the ambulance is called to a patient, it may take 40 – 50 minutes for the 
ambulance to arrive, but the local first responder can be there in minutes to administer oxygen, use 
a defibrillator if needed, until the ambulance arrives. 
Volunteers move on to college, get married and move away or 
get older and retire, so there is always a need for new 
volunteers! 

There is also a defibrillator with public access near the post box 
on the green. 

An Emergency Plan is under construction 

 cold weather snow clearing 

 break in power supply 

 break in water supply 

 flooding 

 storm damage 

 major disaster in case of air crash or motorway disaster 
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Issues 
1. Lack of regular Post Office 
2. Lack of shop 
3. The lack of village hall is a hindrance to developing social activities 

for the village   

Possible sites were Jagger Lane (new build) or the Moor Road playground  
(new build) 

 The church is working towards installing a kitchen and toilets 
which will make a good facility for church activities plus concerts etc. 

 The most likely solution is new build as part of planning 
requirements for a new housing development at Limegarth, Moor Rd, but this has not started yet 

 
4. Activities for young people /youth club – at present they need to go out of the village for 

suitable activities 

 

5.  Parking problems 

Moor Road – this has been relieved slightly 
by allowing parking on old canteen site, but  
still a problem 

High Row and West Road (near School) are also problematic 

There are 16 Council garages off St James’ Close, but there is a much greater demand than supply  

 

6. Roads 

 Road sweeping  - lack of forewarning  by Highways 

 potholes 

 molten tar 

 speeding 

7. Dog dirt 
8. Right of Way map? 

 

  

 

  
9.Car parking 
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Activities for Village Hall 

Drama club 

Art club 

Physical activities 

Youth club 

Seasonal events 

Private events 

Children’s parties 
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