
Update for fellow councillors from Planning Meeting between Prism, Broadacres, RDC and Melsonby PC 
on Tuesday 24th August 2021 
 
Present:  
 
Melsonby: Cllr. T. Sutton, Cllr W. Nixon, Cllr.G. Angus 
 
RDC: Cllr. J.W. Petch, Mr Mark Robson 
 
NYCC: Cllr. A.Thompson 
 
Prism / Broadacres: Mr S. Barker 
 
Agenda: 
 

1) Village Hall. 
2) Water and sewage incidents. 
3) Surface water report. 

 
Item 1 – Village hall: 
 
Mr S Barker to forward plans to clerk after questions raised about size, shape and location.  These 
plans are wildly available on the RDC planning portal. 
 
Main point was to put Melsonby PC as owners of hall to then pass on to an elected committee who then 
run and manage the hall on a lease of 99 years.  Melsonby PC do not want ownership to run it. 
 
Issues also raised about section 106 intricacies and the PC would be well advised to have a solicitor 
appointed who is fully au fiat with the legalities and conveyancing of the village hall.  This needs to 
done asap to move the development forward.  Interesting point here – why the urgency? 
 
Item 2 - Water and Sewage incidents: 
 
All parties had received pictures and emails prior to the meeting and the gravity of the issue are well 
documented and acknowledged.  A presentation was shown by Cllr. Nixon of recent pollution issues 
and the amount of raw effluent being discharged into the streets after two recent rainfalls.  These were 
not significantly heavy nor prolonged but enough to cause major problems in four main identified 
areas: St James close, Everards Nursery/Glebe Court entrance, Main village cross roads outside Cllr 
Nixon’s property and adjacent houses and outside the local public house on West Road. 
 
The issue was discussed in depth, and at length, outlining the gravity of the issue and the effect it has 
on the community as a whole.  The PC are clear that unless this infrastructure issue is sorted and fixed 
how can the proposed development go ahead. 
 
The point was clearly made that the two issues need to be dealt with totally separately.  The 
infrastructure is the responsibility of NWL to solve.  The Planning application has nothing to do with, or 
cannot influence the solving of this problem.  The consensus was to have our elected council 
representatives push the leader of RDC to put pressure on the enforcement side of the Environment 
Agency to use legislation on NWL to highlight the real urgency and gravity of our situation.  We, as a 
PC, cannot go any further as our collective voice and pleas are ignored by the authorities concerned. 
 
All parties agreed and understood this however, the impact that this issue is having on the community 
and the possibility of a new development causing even more problems on the combined sewage 
system is of a major concern.  This will have an impact on the planning consent. 
 
Item 3 Surface water report: 
 
A report has been sent out the PC and that has indicated that the developers are installing larger 
attenuation tanks and discharge systems that will not alleviate the current surface water run-off issues 
but will reduce the run-off effect.  It seems that this problem has been addressed. 


