
The Latest correspondence received following a meeting with Melsonby Parish 
Council and Northumbrian Water (NW) on 28th September 2021. 
 
 
The Parish Council responses to the meeting are in red and were sent on 19th 
October 21. The Parish Council have invited NW to the next Parish Council meeting 
17th November 21 at 7.30pm. 
 
 
 
Dear Sandra, 
 
As previously corresponded I shared your email and response with the Parish 
Council. Councillors have responded with the following as they still feel not all 
questions and areas have been answered. The Parish Council's response is in red. 
 
---------------------- 
I understand the meeting went really well. Obviously the residents have massive 
concerns about the current sewerage network and the development. The PC felt the 
meeting was worthwhile and the way forward was mapped out. The Parish Council 
would have hoped that a solution had been agreed and dates set for the work to 
commence. 
  
Please be assured we have committed to a hydraulic model, this would be ready in 6 
months’ time. 
  
Steve has committed to attending a parish council meeting once he has the model 
data. 
  
We have also asked our staff on front line to log any contacts from Melsonby 
residents as a pollution event. As Stew and Steve explained that the manhole 
surcharging in to the watercourse is a pollution incident and should be logged as 
such. 
  
We are also pulling together an action plan for the EA to try and capture all the 
information and next steps. 
  
The residents obviously have massive concerns regarding the development but we 
did tell them that our concern was how the system operates now. 
  
You may recall questions from the sheet attached. I have added Steve Wharton’s 
answers below: 
  

The new housing development will increase the volume of sewage by about 
13% It is a 13% increase in the numbers of properties in Melsonby. 
  
We don’t know where this figure comes from or how it was calculated. The 
proposed domestic sewerage (foul) flows have been predicted as 2.8 l/s by the 
developer’s drainage consultant. Our own calculations suggest that the actual 
design peak flows are lower at around 2 l/s. It is very difficult to equate this 



volume of flow into a % of additional flows into the combined system along Moor 
Lane (Road). This sewer is at present serving the highway and collecting both 
surface water and foul flows from all of the existing dwellings along this road 
therefore you can’t compare house numbers or surface areas, as the proposed 
development intends to only discharge foul sewerage into this part of the existing 
sewerage system. We need to see your calculations if this is the case. 
  
We believe the new housing development will increase surface water by more 
than 13% with increased road surfaces, drives and patios and roof space. This 
will enter the dual system and hence increase the problems we currently have. 
Much of this water currently goes into the ground and therefore the becks/ditches 
in the village and does not enter the dual system. 
  
Again, we don’t know where the figure of 13% has come from. See above The 
proposed surface water runoff from the development suggests that this will be 
retained in a SuDS basin and any pass forward flows will be limited to 10 l/s 
which will discharge into a nearby watercourse via a separate surface water 
sewer. This particular watercourse has also overflowed ---what is being done to 
mitigate this risk? These flows will not enter the combined (dual system) and by 
entering a local watercourse and being restricted to current green field run-off will 
replicate what is currently happening now. We mentioned in the meeting the 
increased water coming into the village as a result of A66 works and ditch works. 
  
The proposal for the new development of the ‘holding tank/pumping station’ does 
not appear to be a great deal different to that installed for Ladywell/Parkside and 
we have seen increasing instances of the manhole cover lifting as the 
water/sewage from that development comes toward the crossroads. 
  
The proposal that for this development is to use a dry basin to hold back surface 
water during storm events. We are not aware of the need for any additional 
holding tank / pumping station. Therefore, the general drainage arrangements 
should not be compared to any previous development in this area. OK 
  
There are no holding tanks constructed at Ladywell/ parkhill as the surface water 
is separate from the existing sewerage system and discharges into a local 
watercourse about 200m east of this area. There is a foul pumping station 
serving Ladywell /Parkhill but any problems being caused by this arrangement 
should not be compared to the proposed development as this does not require 
one. OK 
  

Some ideas on costs currently incurred were provided and we were committed to 
resolving or mitigating the issue. We would have a better idea after the hydraulic 
model is complete. We requested costs over the previous 5 years---see list of 
questions many of which remain unanswered. 
 
I would be very grateful if you could review the responses and update the Parish 
Council. 
 
Kind regards 
 



Jenny 
 
 
Jenny Pears 
Clerk to Melsonby Parish Council 
Website: www.melsonbypc.com 
Telephone Number: 07585 837716 
 


